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Materials & Tools 
Scissors
Ruler

White tacky glue
Wire cutter

Terracotta pot 10 cm (4”)
Styrofoam or spray foam

Dried broken tea or coffee grinds
Double-sided tape

For the stamens
pipe cleaners

180 g Italian crepe paper in Gold (#807) - 1 small piece

For the leaves
20 gauge stem wire, cut down to 10” and 4”
180 g Italian crepe paper in Coral (#580)*
180 g Italian crepe paper in Sage (#560)*

*cut each roll into 3 so that the roll is about 6.3” tall along the 
grain

Instructions 

1. PREPARING THE POT - To prepare the pot, cut a styrofoam piece 
to shape and insert it into the pot so it is snug. Alternatively, spray 
expanding foam into the pot to fill the space and wait for it to dry. 
Make sure to spray according to the instructions on the can and to 
do it in a well ventilated area, wear gloves and a mask. Apply glue to 
the top surface of the styrofoam/foam and pour dried broken tea 
or coffee grind on top. Press into the glue. Turn the pot upside 
down and gently shake off any excess. Cut a square piece of 
stretched Gold metallic 180 g Italian crepe paper. Wrap it around 
the base of the pot, covering the bottom and sides. Use double-
sided tape to secure it agains the outside of the wall of the pot. Set 
aside.

2. MAKING THE GOLD-TIPPED STAMENS -  Take one pipe cleaner 
and bend one end  about 2” (5cm) down. Cut a strip of Gold crepe 
paper across the grain, about 1/4” (6mm) wide. Gently stretch this 
gold crepe strip. Dot glue along one end and wrap the strip around 
the bent end of the pipe cleaner to cover it. Cover the bent end 
about 1” (2.5cm) down. 

3. Cut another strip of crepe paper in Sage/Green across the grain 
about 1/4” (6mm) wide. Gently stretch this green crepe strip, and 
apply a line of glue at one end.  Wrap it around the gold crepe 
paper and pipe cleaner, about 1/4” (6mm) or less below the bent 
end. Continue to wrap the pipe cleaner at least halfway down. 
Repeat to create 4 more gold-tipped stamens.

4. Group the gold-tipped stamens together and wrap them together 
with a green crepe strip, just 1” (2.5cm) below the gold-tip. 

5. MAKING THE RED LEAVES - Use the 180 g crepe paper in Coral 
(or a red or white) and cut about 12” ( (30.5cm) off of the roll so 
you are working with a smaller section. Stretch the first 24” (61cm) 
of crepe paper and cut it off. 

6. You will use this prepared piece of crepe paper to cut into smaller 
rectangles to create the leaves. If you use all of the prepared crepe 
paper up, go back to the roll and cut off more. Here are the 
suggested rectangle sizes for each leaf, the number of leaves to cut:, 
and the Template name (Tall is along the grain, and wide is across 
the grain)

TEMPLATE CUT SIZE (in) SIZE (cm)

X-Small 2 3” tall by 2” wide 7.6cm x 5cm

Small 2 3” tall by 2” wide 7.6cm x 5cm

Medium 8 4” tall by 3.5” wide 10cm x 9cm

Large 8 5” tall by 4” wide 12.7cm x 10cm
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7. Repeat this method for each leaf size: Using the larger stretched 
piece, cut off smaller rectangles. For example, for the X-Small and 
Small leaves, measure along the grain, 2” (5cm) wide, and then fold 
over another 2” (5cm); continue to accordion fold until you have 4 
layers each 2” (5cm) wide. Cut this from the large stretched piece. 
Next, with all the layers still together, trim it down to size so that it 
is only 3” (7.6cm) tall along the grain (i.e. cut across the grain).  
Separate each rectangle by slitting the folds. You should now have 4 
rectangles each 3” by 2” (7.6cm x 5cm).

8. With the rectangles still on top of each other, cut diagonally from 
one corner.  You’ll have created 2 triangles per rectangle. 
 

9. Pair up the triangles to create 2 diamond-like pairs, with the longer 
edges adjacent to one another. Have the narrower end of the 
diamond closest to you and the grain lines flaring outwards from 
the longer edges. Apply a line of glue along one long edge and then 
place a short 20 gauge stem wire on top. For the X-small, Small, and 
Medium red leaves, use a stem wire about 4” (10cm) long; for the 
Large red leaves, use a stem wire about 10” (25cm) long. Leave 
about a 1/2” (12mm) space between the top of the diamond shape 
and the stem wire. Apply glue on top of the stem wire and then 
place the other long edge on top. Press down to secure the stem 
wire. Let dry. Repeat with the other diamond shape pair(s).

10. Once almost dry, fold the diamond shape along the stem wire. Cut 
an elongated D shape through both sides at the same time with a 
tail near the stem wire. This will create a leaf shape when opened. 
Alternatively, place your Template on top so that the dotted line on 
the Template aligns with the stem wire, then cut along the edge of 
the Template.

11. To shape, fold the centre of the leaf. Use your fingers to gently flute 
the edges of the leaves to create movement. Set aside.

12. MAKING THE GREEN LEAVES - Use the 180 g Italian crepe paper 
in Sage/Green. Cut off 8” (20cm) off the end of the roll. Stretch. 

13. Accordion fold the crepe paper into 8 rectangles (should be 
approximately 6.3” tall x 5.5” wide (16cm x 14cm)). Slit the sides 
and draw a diagonal line from one corner to the other. Cut on the 
line. 

14. Apply the same technique in Steps 9-11. Fold the diamonds along 
the stem wire, then place the Leaf Template on top aligning it along 
the fold. Use a stem wire about 10” long.

15. ASSEMBLING THE POINSETTIA - Cut a thin strip of crepe 
tape from the Coral crepe paper. Stretch and apply dots of glue on 
the stretched end. Start wrapping down at about 
1/2-3/4”  (12-19cm) below the gold-tip stamen, and high enough to 
cover the green crepe tape holding the stamen together (main 
stem). 

16. Round 1 (X-small & Small Leaves)  - Place one of the X-small 
leaves next to this main stem and then wrap the crepe tape around 
it at the base, securing it to the main stem. The crepe tape should 
cover the red leaf a little bit at the base so that none of the bare 
stem wire is visible. Wrap at least one full round. Then, place the 
other X-small leaf opposite to the first X-small leaf and again, wrap 
the crepe tape around the base of the leaf and secure it against the 
main stem. As you wrap slowly move down the main stem a little 
bit at a time.

17. Wrap the Small leaves the same way so that they intersect with the 
X-small leaves and they all fall in a similar plane. 

18. If you run out of crepe tape, simply cut another strip, stretch it, dot 
it with glue, and continue wrapping from where the first crepe tape 
ended.

19. Round 2 (Medium leaves) - Wrap the crepe tape around the 
main stem down 1/2”-3/4” (12-19cm) from Round 1. Distribute 2 
petals across each other. Go down another 1/2”-3/4” (12-19cm) 
and distribute another 2 petals across from each other, staggering 
the previous 2 petals. Attach the other four petals in the same 
manner.

20. Round 3 (Large leaves) - Wrap the crepe tape around the main 
stem down 1” (2.5cm) from Round 2.  Distribute 2 petals across 
each other. Go down another 1/2”-3/4” (12-19cm) and distribute 
another 2 petals across from each other, staggering the previous 2 
petals. Attach the other four petals in the same manner.

21. Round 4 (Green leaves) - Cut a strip of green crepe tape, stretch 
it, and dot it with glue. Begin wrapping the main stem from where 
the red crepe tape finished. Attach 3 green leaves in that spot so 
that they’re evenly distributed. Place each leaf so that the bare stem 
wire is immediately next to the main stem so that when the crepe 
paper wraps around the stems, the bare wire is covered. Attach the 
last 3 green leaves immediately below the first set of leaves so they 
are staggered. 

22. Wrap the main stem all the way down to the end.

23. Apply glue around the main stem base, and then insert it into the 
styrofoam/foam in the prepared pot.
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